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UM AWARDED DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION GRANTS
MISSOULA The University of Montana-Missoula and Western Montana College of The
University of Montana both received four-year grants from the U.S. Department of
Education Student Support Services program.
This year UM will receive $314,855, and WMC will receive $190,000. For
UM, the grant will continue the Educational Opportunity Program that has been funded
by the Department of Education since 1979.
“The overall purpose of this program is to extend educational opportunity to
first-generation, low-income or disabled students who might not otherwise attend and
complete college,” said Ray Carlisle, who has directed the program since it began.
WMC is one of about 40 institutions in the nation that made it through stiff
competition with experienced programs to receive the grant funding for the first time
this year.

-more-

Educgrant.rl-2

“Certainly there are students at Western that will benefit tremendously from the
services,” Carlisle said.
“This is good news for our students and for Montana’s economy,” Sen. Max
Baucus said when he announced the grants. “A strong education system is the building
block for creating our leaders of tomorrow and for strengthening the economy, which
will lead to more, better-paying jo b s.”
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